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"Fascinating...adds many interesting details to what we know of the President’s heritage."
--David Remnick, TheNewYorker.com

On January 20, 2009, a few hundred men, women, and children gathered under trees in the twilight at
K’obama, a village on the shores of Lake Victoria in western Kenya. Barack Obama’s rise to the American
presidency had captivated people around the world, but members of this gathering took a special pride in the
swearing in of America’s first black president, for they were all Obamas, all the president’s direct African
family.
 
In the first in-depth history of the Obama family, Peter Firstbrook recounts a journey that starts in a mud hut
by the White Nile and ends seven centuries later in the White House. Interweaving oral history and tribal
lore, interviews with Obama family members and other Kenyans, the writings of Kenyan historians, and
original genealogical research, Firstbrook sets the fascinating story of the president’s family against the
background of Kenya’s rich culture and complex history.
 
He tells the story of farmers and fishermen, of healers and hunters, of families lost and found, establishing
for the first time the early ancestry of the Obamas. From the tribe’s cradleland in southern Sudan, he follows
the family generation by generation, tracing the paths of the famous Luo warriors—Obama’s direct
ancestors—and vividly illuminating Luo politics, society, and traditions.
 
Firstbrook also brings to life the impact of English colonization in Africa through the eyes of President
Obama’s grandfather Onyango. An ambitious and disciplined man who fought in two world wars, witnessed
the bloody Mau Mau insurrection, and saw his country gain independence from white rule, Onyango was
also hot-tempered and autocratic: family lore has it that President Obama’s grandmother abandoned the
family after Onyango attempted to murder her. And Firstbrook delves into the troubled life of Obama’s
father, a promising young man whose aspirations were stymied by post-independence tribal politics and a
rash tendency toward self-destruction—two factors that his family believes contributed to his death in 1982.
They say it was no accident, as described in the president’s memoirs, but rather a politically motivated hit
job.
 
More than a tale of love and war, hardship and hard-won success, The Obamas reveals a family
history—epic in scope yet intimate in feel—that is truly without precedent.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

The book The Obamas: The Untold Story of an African Family give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
The Obamas: The Untold Story of an African Family being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like start and read a guide The Obamas: The Untold Story of an African Family. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Ann Lemieux:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Obamas: The Untold Story
of an African Family to read.

Patricia Henderson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Obamas: The Untold
Story of an African Family book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Tyler Emery:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Obamas: The Untold Story of an
African Family is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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