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For years, critics have acclaimed the power of James Lee Burke's writing, the luminosity of his prose, the
psychological complexity of his characters, the richness of his landscapes. Over the course of twenty novels
and one collection of short stories, he has developed a loyal and dedicated following among both critics and
general readers. His thrillers, featuring either Louisiana cop Dave Robicheaux or Billy Bob Holland, a
hardened Texas-based lawyer, have consistently appeared on national bestseller lists, making Burke one of
America's most celebrated authors of crime fiction.
Now, in a startling and brilliantly successful departure, Burke has written a historical novel -- an epic story
of love, hate, and survival set against the tumultuous background of the Civil War and Reconstruction.
At the center of the novel are James Lee Burke's own ancestors, Robert Perry, who comes from a slave-
owning family of wealth and privilege, and Willie Burke, born of Irish immigrants, a poor boy who is as
irreverent as he is brave and decent. Despite their personal and political conflicts with the issues of the time,
both men join the Confederate Army, choosing to face ordeal by fire, yet determined not to back down in
their commitment to their moral beliefs, to their friends, and to the abolitionist woman with whom both have
become infatuated.
One of the most compelling characters in the story, and the catalyst for much of its drama, is Flower
Jamison, a beautiful young black slave befriended, at great risk to himself, by Willie and owned by -- and
fathered by, although he will not admit it -- Ira Jamison. Owner of Angola Plantation, Ira Jamison is a true
son of the Old South and also a ruthless businessman, who, after the war, returns to the plantation and re-
energizes it by transforming it into a penal colony, which houses prisoners he rents out as laborers to replace
the slaves who have been emancipated.
Against all local law and customs, Flower learns from Willie to read and write, and receives the help and
protection of Abigail Dowling, a Massachusetts abolitionist who had come south several years prior to help
fight yellow fever and never left, and who has attracted the eye of both Willie and Robert Perry. These love
affairs are not only fraught with danger, but compromised by the great and grim events of the Civil War and
its aftermath.
As in all of Burke's writings, White Doves at Morning is full of wonderful, colorful, unforgettable villains.
Some, like Clay Hatcher, are pure "white trash" (considered the lowest of the low, they were despised by the
white ruling class and feared by former slaves). From their ranks came the most notorious of the vigilante
groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan, the White League and the Knights of the White Camellia. Most villainous
of all, though, are the petty and mean-minded Todd McCain, owner of New Iberia's hardware store, and the
diabolically evil Rufus Atkins, former overseer of Angola Plantation and the man Jamison has placed in
charge of his convict labor crews.
Rounding out this unforgettable cast of characters are Carrie LaRose, madam of New Iberia's house of ill
repute, and her ship's-captain brother Jean-Jacques LaRose, Cajuns who assist Flower and Abigail in their
struggle to help the blacks of the town.
With battle scenes at Shiloh and in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia that no reader will ever forget, and set
in a time of upheaval that affected all men and all women at all levels of society, White Doves at Morning is
an epic worthy of America's most tragic conflict, as well as a book of substance, importance, and genuine
originality, one that will undoubtedly come to be regarded as a masterpiece of historical fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Freed:

This White Doves at Morning: A Novel are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this White Doves at Morning: A Novel can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that perhaps
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this White Doves at Morning: A Novel
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Florence Nguyen:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title White Doves at
Morning: A Novel suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
actual book untitled White Doves at Morning: A Novelis the one of several books that will everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ryan Dewitt:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like White Doves at Morning: A
Novel which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Lee Henry:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book White Doves at Morning: A Novel to make
your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it.
Beside that the publication White Doves at Morning: A Novel can to be your brand new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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