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A stirring account of Spain’s incursion into the New World.
 
Gonzalo Fernández de Oviedo is the 16th-century author of Historia general y natural de las Indias, a
general and natural history of the peoples and places he encountered in his travels to Spanish America.
Oviedo was educated at the court of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella and held several early appointments
to the royal household, first as page to their son, John. In 1513, he accepted the appointment as warden of the
gold mines of Castilla de Oro on the Isthmus of Panama in Darién, the first viable Spanish settlement on the
American mainland. His first year at the very edge of the known world converted Oviedo into a lifelong
resident of America and, more importantly, marked the beginning of his campaign to appropriate the topic of
the Indies and become its interpreter to Europe.  
 
As G. F. Dille points out in his introduction, this work earned Oviedo the title of many firsts—first historian,
first enthographer, first naturalist, first anthropologist, and first sociologist of the New World. Dille adds to
that list first autobiographer and first novelist of the Americas.
 
This annotated translation contains the section of Oviedo’s work that recounts his experience in the New
World during his service in Panama. Dille includes a brief introduction to Oviedo and provides general
information on the political background of Spain and on the Spanish colonial system, the printing history of
the text, a description of the reception of Oviedo’s work, and notes on the translation. 
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From reader reviews:

June Edwards:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Writing from the Edge of the World: The
Memoirs of Darien, 1514-1527 book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Phillip Chadwick:

Exactly why? Because this Writing from the Edge of the World: The Memoirs of Darien, 1514-1527 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Phil Garcia:

This Writing from the Edge of the World: The Memoirs of Darien, 1514-1527 is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Writing from the
Edge of the World: The Memoirs of Darien, 1514-1527 can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Martin Herrin:

You can get this Writing from the Edge of the World: The Memoirs of Darien, 1514-1527 by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose



appropriate ways for you.
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