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An acclaimed sociologist illuminates the public life of an American city, offering a major reinterpretation of
the racial dynamics in America.

Following his award-winning work on inner-city violence, Code of the Street, sociologist Elijah Anderson
introduces the concept of the “cosmopolitan canopy”—the urban island of civility that exists amidst the
ghettos, suburbs, and ethnic enclaves where segregation is the norm. Under the cosmopolitan canopy, diverse
peoples come together, and for the most part practice getting along. Anderson’s path-breaking study of this
setting provides a new understanding of the complexities of present-day race relations and reveals the unique
opportunities here for cross-cultural interaction.

Anderson walks us through Center City Philadelphia, revealing and illustrating through his ethnographic
fieldwork how city dwellers often interact across racial, ethnic, and social borders. People engage in a
distinctive folk ethnography. Canopies operating in close proximity create a synergy that becomes a
cosmopolitan zone. In the vibrant atmosphere of these public spaces, civility is the order of the day.
However, incidents can arise that threaten and rend the canopy, including scenes of tension involving borders
of race, class, sexual preference, and gender. But when they do—assisted by gloss—the resilience of the
canopy most often prevails. In this space all kinds of city dwellers—from gentrifiers to the homeless,
cabdrivers to doormen—manage to co-exist in the urban environment, gaining local knowledge as they do,
which then helps reinforce and spread tolerance through contact and mutual understanding.

With compelling, meticulous descriptions of public spaces such as 30th Street Station, Reading Terminal
Market, and Rittenhouse Square, and quasi-public places like the modern-day workplace, Anderson provides
a rich narrative account of how blacks and whites relate and redefine the color line in everyday public life.
He reveals how eating, shopping, and people-watching under the canopy can ease racial tensions, but also
how the spaces in and between canopies can reinforce boundaries. Weaving colorful observations with keen
social insight, Anderson shows how the canopy—and its lessons—contributes to the civility of our
increasingly diverse cities.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Asbury:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for us. The book The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday
Life has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The e-book The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life is not
only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life. You never feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Chris Henderson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Cosmopolitan
Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Marie Clemmer:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and
Civility in Everyday Life, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Randy Mosley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Cosmopolitan Canopy:
Race and Civility in Everyday Life that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility
in Everyday Life become your personal starter.
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