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Professor Jay Ladin made headlines around the world when, after years of teaching literature at Yeshiva
University, he returned to the Orthodox Jewish campus as a woman—Joy Ladin. In Through the Door of
Life, Joy Ladin takes readers inside her transition as she changed genders and, in the process, created a new
self.
    With unsparing honesty and surprising humor, Ladin wrestles with both the practical problems of gender
transition and the larger moral, spiritual, and philosophical questions that arise. Ladin recounts her struggle
to reconcile the pain of her experience living as the “wrong” gender with the pain of her children in losing
the father they love. We eavesdrop on her lifelong conversations with the God whom she sees both as the
source of her agony and as her hope for transcending it. We look over her shoulder as she learns to walk and
talk as a woman after forty-plus years of walking and talking as a man. We stare with her into the mirror as
she asks herself how the new self she is creating will ever become real.
    Ladin’s poignant memoir takes us from the death of living as the man she knew she wasn’t, to the
shattering of family and career that accompanied her transition, to the new self, relationships, and love she
finds when she opens the door of life.

2012 Finalist for the National Jewish Book Award for Biography, Autobiography, or Memoir

“Wrenching—and liberating. . . .[it] opens up new ways of looking at gender and the place of LGBT Jews in
community.”—Greater Phoenix Jewish News

“Given her high-profile academic position, Ladin’s transition was a major news story in Israel and even
internationally. But behind the public story was a private struggle and learning experience, and Ladin pulls
no punches in telling that story. She offers a peek into how daunting it was to learn, with little support from
others, how to dress as a middle-aged woman, to mu on make-up, to walk and talk like a female. She
provides a front-row seat for observing how one person confronted a seemingly impossible situation and how
she triumphed, however shakingly, over the many adversities, both societal and psychological, that stood in
the way.”—The Gay and Lesbian Review Worldwide
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Baudoin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Through the Door of Life: A
Jewish Journey between Genders (Living Out: Gay and Lesbian Autobiog). All type of book could you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

William Hickman:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely Through the Door of Life: A Jewish Journey between Genders (Living Out: Gay and
Lesbian Autobiog).

Jennifer Bell:

The book untitled Through the Door of Life: A Jewish Journey between Genders (Living Out: Gay and
Lesbian Autobiog) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice examine.

Herbert Mikula:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Through the Door of Life: A Jewish Journey between Genders
(Living Out: Gay and Lesbian Autobiog) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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