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Art historians have long speculated on how Vermeer achieved the uncanny mixture of detached precision,
compositional repose, and perspective accuracy that have drawn many to describe his work as
"photographic." Indeed, many wonder if Vermeer employed a camera obscura, a primitive form of camera,
to enhance his realistic effects?
In Vermeer's Camera, Philip Steadman traces the development of the camera obscura--first described by
Leonaro da Vinci--weighs the arguments that scholars have made for and against Vermeer's use of the
camera, and offers a fascinating examination of the paintings themselves and what they alone can tell us of
Vermeer's technique. Vermeer left no record of his method and indeed we know almost nothing of the man
nor of how he worked. But by a close and illuminating study of the paintings Steadman concludes that
Vermeer did use the camera obscura and shows how the inherent defects in this primitive device enabled
Vermeer to achieve some remarkable effects--the slight blurring of image, the absence of sharp lines, the
peculiar illusion not of closeness but of distance in the domestic scenes. Steadman argues that the use of the
camera also explains some previously unexplainable qualities of Vermeer's art, such as the absence of
conventional drawing, the pattern of underpainting in areas of pure tone, the pervasive feeling of reticence
that suffuses his canvases, and the almost magical sense that Vermeer is painting not objects but light itself.
Drawing on a wealth of Vermeer research and displaying an extraordinary sensitivity to the subtleties of the
work itself, Philip Steadman offers in Vermeer's Camera a fresh perspective on some of the most enchanting
paintings ever created.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth Behind
the Masterpieces. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important some sort of book Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth Behind the Masterpieces. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Earl Goodman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Vermeer's Camera:
Uncovering the Truth Behind the Masterpieces book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Erica Clark:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be study. Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth Behind the Masterpieces can be
your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Robert Poulin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining, not
only science book and also novel and Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth Behind the Masterpieces as
well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Vermeer's Camera: Uncovering the Truth Behind the Masterpieces to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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