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It is widely accepted that the canon of African American literature has racial realism at its core: African
American protagonists, social settings, cultural symbols, and racial-political discourse. As a result, writings
that are not preoccupied with race have long been invisible—unpublished, out of print, absent from libraries,
rarely discussed among scholars, and omitted from anthologies.

However, some of our most celebrated African American authors—from Zora Neale Hurston and Richard
Wright to James Baldwin and Toni Morrison—have resisted this canonical rule, even at the cost of critical
dismissal and commercial failure. African American Literature Beyond Race revives this remarkable
literary corpus, presenting sixteen short stories, novelettes, and excerpts of novels-from the postbellum
nineteenth century to the late twentieth century-that demonstrate this act of literary defiance. Each selection
is paired with an original introduction by one of today's leading scholars of African American literature,
including Hazel V. Carby, Gerald Early, Mae G. Henderson, George Hutchinson, Carla Peterson, Amritjit
Singh, and Werner Sollors.

By casting African Americans in minor roles and marking the protagonists as racially white, neutral, or
ambiguous, these works of fiction explore the thematic complexities of human identity, relations, and
culture. At the same time, they force us to confront the basic question, “What is African American
literature?”

Stories by: James Baldwin, Octavia E. Butler, Samuel R. Delany, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Frances Ellen
Watkins Harper, Chester B. Himes, Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larsen, Toni Morrison, Ann Petry, Wallace
Thurman, Jean Toomer, Frank J. Webb, Richard Wright, and Frank Yerby.

Critical Introductions by: Hazel V. Carby, John Charles, Gerald Early, Hazel Arnett Ervin, Matthew
Guterl, Mae G. Henderson, George B. Hutchinson, Gene Jarrett, Carla L. Peterson, Amritjit Singh, Werner
Sollors, and Jeffrey Allen Tucker.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader book is readable
simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer connected with African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader content conveys
prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking African American Literature Beyond Race:
An Alternative Reader is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Mary Mohammad:

This African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader is new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this African
American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which
is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
type for your better life and also knowledge.

James Rouse:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Daryl Pena:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book
African American Literature Beyond Race: An Alternative Reader. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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