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A highly original, stirring book on Mahatma Gandhi that deepens our sense of his achievements and
disappointments—his success in seizing India’s imagination and shaping its independence struggle as a mass
movement, his recognition late in life that few of his followers paid more than lip service to his ambitious
goals of social justice for the country’s minorities, outcasts, and rural poor.

Pulitzer Prize–winner Joseph Lelyveld shows in vivid, unmatched detail how Gandhi’s sense of mission,
social values, and philosophy of nonviolent resistance were shaped on another subcontinent—during two
decades in South Africa—and then tested by an India that quickly learned to revere him as a Mahatma, or
“Great Soul,” while following him only a small part of the way to the social transformation he envisioned.
The man himself emerges as one of history’s most remarkable self-creations, a prosperous lawyer who
became an ascetic in a loincloth wholly dedicated to political and social action. Lelyveld leads us step-by-
step through the heroic—and tragic—last months of this selfless leader’s long campaign when his nonviolent
efforts culminated in the partition of India, the creation of Pakistan, and a bloodbath of ethnic cleansing that
ended only with his own assassination.

India and its politicians were ready to place Gandhi on a pedestal as “Father of the Nation” but were less
inclined to embrace his teachings. Muslim support, crucial in his rise to leadership, soon waned, and the
oppressed untouchables—for whom Gandhi spoke to Hindus as a whole—produced their own leaders.

Here is a vital, brilliant reconsideration of Gandhi’s extraordinary struggles on two continents, of his fierce
but, finally, unfulfilled hopes, and of his ever-evolving legacy, which more than six decades after his death
still ensures his place as India’s social conscience—and not just India’s.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle with India why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Greg Little:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle with India will give you new
experience in looking at a book.

Patricia Steele:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top list in your
reading list is definitely Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle with India. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Alisa Gordon:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Great Soul: Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle with India can make you sense more interested to read.
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