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Crossing boundaries and expanding ideas of physical and social space are not new challenges for Essaydi, as
her lived experience spans divergent, locations, cultures, and ideologies. Moroccan born and raised, Essaydi
became an artist after relocating from Morocco to Saudi Arabia, then France, and ultimately to the United
States. This itinerant personal history has afforded her the distance and means to explore the varied
dimensions of Muslim women's experiences based on those of her own, and also to challenge the boundaries
that shaped her upbringing. She believes her work, with its very intimate portrayal of Moroccan women and
the private spaces they inhabit, would not have been possible without distance from her homeland.

Well-educated, well-traveled, and raised in a closely knit family of means, Essaydi (b. 1956) enjoyed a
privileged and enriching childhood in Marrakesh, Morocco, in a traditional Muslim household that included
relatively private spaces reserved for women. Within these spaces, women led animated lives among
extended family and friends. She has spent much of her life in the Muslim world where women were
expected to maintain traditional gender roles as daughters, sisters, and ultimately as wives and mothers. She
followed this path for many years, first as a daughter in Morocco, and later as wife and mother in Saudi
Arabia, where she raised her family.

In 1990 Essaydi broke from the conventions of her upbringing as she embarked upon an independent path in
her personal and professional lives. She began a career as an artist when, as an adult, she moved to France to
attend the École des Beaux-Arts (1992-1994) where she studied painting. She then attended art schools in the
United States, earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Tufts University (1999) and a Master of Fine Arts from
the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and Tufts University (2003). During the course of these
continuing art studies, in the 1990s she began working with photography, her current medium of choice.
Now based in New York and her hometown, Marrakech, she also returns regularly to Saudi Arabia where
she lived for many years.

Her art, which often combines Islamic calligraphy with representations of the female form, addresses the
complex reality of Arab female identity from the unique perspective of personal experience. In much of her
work, she returns to her Moroccan girlhood, looking back on it as an adult woman caught somewhere
between past and present, and as an artist, exploring the language in which to "speak" from this uncertain
space. Her work often appropriate Orientalist imagery from the Western painting tradition, thereby inviting
viewers to reconsider the Orientalist mythology. She has worked in numerous media, including painting,
video, film, installation, and analog photography.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging Cultures.

Thomas Bedwell:

The book Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging Cultures can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Lalla
Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging Cultures? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging Cultures has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Tania Arney:

Why? Because this Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging Cultures is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Albert Shepherd:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging Cultures. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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