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These are turbulent times in the world of book publishing. For nearly five centuries the methods and
practices of book publishing remained largely unchanged, but at the dawn of the twenty-first century the
industry finds itself faced with perhaps the greatest challenges since Gutenberg. A combination of economic
pressures and technological change is forcing publishers to alter their practices and think hard about the
future of the books in the digital age.

In this book - the first major study of trade publishing for more than 30 years - Thompson situates the current
challenges facing the industry in an historical context, analysing the transformation of trade publishing in the
United States and Britain since the 1960s. He gives a detailed account of how the world of trade publishing
really works, dissecting the roles of publishers, agents and booksellers and showing how their practices are
shaped by a field that has a distinctive structure and dynamic.

This new paperback edition has been thoroughly revised and updated to take account of the most recent
developments, including the dramatic increase in ebook sales and its implications for the publishing industry
and its future.
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From reader reviews:

Lourdes Williams:

Merchants of Culture: The Publishing Business in the Twenty-First Century can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Merchants of Culture: The Publishing Business in the Twenty-First Century nevertheless doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Marie Clayton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Merchants of Culture: The Publishing Business in the
Twenty-First Century why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kristy Abrahams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Merchants of Culture: The
Publishing Business in the Twenty-First Century which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.

Margaret Holt:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Merchants of Culture: The Publishing Business in the
Twenty-First Century. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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