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Each year in the Highland Guatemala town of Santiago Momostenango, Maya religious societies, dance
teams, and cofradías perform the annual cycle of rituals and festivals prescribed by Costumbre (syncretized
Maya Christian religion), which serves to renew the cosmic order. In this richly detailed ethnography,
Garrett Cook explores how these festivals of Jesucristo and the saints derive from and reenact three major
ancient Maya creation myths, thus revealing patterns of continuity between contemporary expressive culture
and the myths, rituals, and iconography of the Classic and Postclassic Maya.

Drawing on fieldwork conducted in the 1970s and renewed in the 1990s, Cook describes the expressive
culture tradition performed in and by the cofradías and their dance teams. He listens as dancers and cofrades
explain the meaning of service and of the major ritual symbols in the cults of the saints and Jesucristo.
Comparing these symbols to iconographic evidence from Palenque and myths from the Popol Vuh, Cook
persuasively argues that the expressive culture of Momostenango enacts major Maya creation myths—the
transformative sunrise, the representation of the year as the life cycle of anthropomorphized nature, and the
erection of an axis mundi.

This research documents specific patterns of continuity and discontinuity in the communal expression of
Maya religious and cosmogonic themes. Along with other recent research, it demonstrates the survival of a
basic Maya pattern—the world-creating vegetative renewal cycle—in the highland Maya cults of the saints
and Jesucristo.
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a
Highland Town. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open
a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Christopher Morton:

The book Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Renewing the Maya
World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Jernigan:

This Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town is great book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Barry Whitfield:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and



comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the Renewing the Maya World: Expressive Culture in a Highland Town when you
essential it?
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