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In an age when computers process immense amounts of information by the manipulation of sequences of 1s
and 0s, it remains a frustrating mystery how prehistoric Inka recordkeepers encoded a tremendous variety
and quantity of data using only knotted and dyed strings. Yet the comparison between computers and khipu
may hold an important clue to deciphering the Inka records. In this book, Gary Urton sets forth a
pathbreaking theory that the manipulation of fibers in the construction of khipu created physical features that
constitute binary-coded sequences which store units of information in a system of binary recordkeeping that
was used throughout the Inka empire.

Urton begins his theory with the making of khipu, showing how at each step of the process binary, either/or
choices were made. He then investigates the symbolic components of the binary coding system, the amount
of information that could have been encoded, procedures that may have been used for reading the khipu, the
nature of the khipu signs, and, finally, the nature of the khipu recording system itself—emphasizing relations
of markedness and semantic coupling. This research constitutes a major step forward in building a unified
theory of the khipu system of information storage and communication based on the sum total of construction
features making up these extraordinary objects.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary
Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian
Studies). All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

George Sanders:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding
in the Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jonathan Sanders:

Exactly why? Because this Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records
(The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you
a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Richard Ault:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the Andean
Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) can give you a lot of
good friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Signs of the Inka Khipu: Binary Coding in the



Andean Knotted-String Records (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies).
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