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Gender is the last vantage point from which the Civil War has yet to be examined in-depth, says LeeAnn
Whites. Gender concepts and constructions, Whites says, deeply influenced the beliefs underpinning both the
Confederacy and its vestiges to which white southerners clung for decades after the Confederacy's defeat.
Whites's arguments and observations, which center on the effects of the conflict on the South's gender
hierarchy, will challenge our understanding of the war and our acceptance of its historiography.

The ordering principle of gender roles and relations in the antebellum South, says Whites, was a form of
privileged white male identity against which others in that society were measured and accorded worth and
meaning—women, wives, children, and slaves. Over the course of the Civil War the power of these men to
so arbitrarily construct their world all but vanished, owing to a succession of hardships that culminated in
defeat and the end of slavery. At the same time, Confederate women were steadily—and
ambivalently—empowered. Drawn out of their domestic sphere, these women labored and sacrificed to prop
up an apparently hollow notion of essential manliness that rested in part on an assumption of female docility
and weakness.

Whites focuses on Augusta, Georgia, to follow these events as they were played out in the lives of actual
men and women. An antebellum cotton trading center, Augusta was central to the Confederacy's supply
network and later became an exemplary New South manufacturing city. Drawing on primary sources from
private family papers to census data, Whites traces the interplay of power and subordination, self-interest and
loyalty, as she discusses topics related to the gender crisis in Augusta, including female kin networks,
women's volunteer organizations, class and race divisions, emancipation, Sherman's invasion of Georgia,
veteran aid societies, rural migration to cities, and the postwar employment of white women and children in
industry.

Whites concludes with an account of how elite white Augustans "reconstructed" themselves in the postwar
years. By memorializing their dead and mythologizing their history in a way that presented the war as a
valiant defense of antebellum domesticity, these Augustans sought to restore a patriarchy—however
attenuated—that would deflect the class strains of industrial development while maintaining what it could of
the old Southern gender and racial order. Inherent in this effort, as during the war, was an unspoken
admission by the white men of Augusta of their dependency upon white women. A pioneering volume in
Civil War history, this important study opens new debates and avenues of inquiry in culture and gender
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

This book untitled The Civil War as a Crisis in Gender: Augusta, Georgia, 1860-1890 to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Calvin Williams:

Beside this kind of The Civil War as a Crisis in Gender: Augusta, Georgia, 1860-1890 in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Civil War as a Crisis in Gender: Augusta, Georgia, 1860-1890
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Chris Henderson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Civil War as a Crisis in Gender: Augusta,
Georgia, 1860-1890 can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Civil
War as a Crisis in Gender: Augusta, Georgia, 1860-1890.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the The Civil War as a Crisis in Gender: Augusta, Georgia, 1860-1890 when you
required it?
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