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The Mississippi River town of Muscatine produced billions of pearl buttons. By 1905, Muscatine made 37
percent of the world's buttons and earned the title of "Pearl Button Capital of the World." The rise and fall of
the pearl button occurred over a period of 75 years. John Frederick Boepple, a German immigrant button
maker, launched the industry in 1891. The button and clamming industries started small but quickly
overwhelmed the town. Clamming became the Mississippi River's gold rush while large automated factories
and shell-cutting shops employed nearly half the local workforce. Entire families--men, women, and
children--contributed to the industry, giving weight to the popular local saying "No Muscatine resident can
enter Heaven without evidence of previous servitude in the button industry." Although the industry peaked in
1916, several decades passed before the American-made pearl button buckled under the pressure of foreign
competition, changing fashion, limited availability of shell, and the development and refinement of plastic
buttons.
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From reader reviews:

Miguel Willis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Muscatine's Pearl Button Industry. Try to face the book
Muscatine's Pearl Button Industry as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Paul Simpson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Muscatine's Pearl Button Industry book is readable by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Muscatine's Pearl
Button Industry content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Muscatine's Pearl Button Industry is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Siobhan Wilcox:

This book untitled Muscatine's Pearl Button Industry to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Frank Tye:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Muscatine's Pearl
Button Industry, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.
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