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Within the past three decades, social and legal changes have transformed the juvenile court from a nominally
rehabilitative welfare agency into a second-class criminal court for young offenders. Recent efforts to
"toughen" juvenile justice policies have resulted in increasingly harsh sanctions that fall disproportionately
on minority youths. In this provocative new book, Barry Feld examines what went wrong with the juvenile
court and proposes an alternative model for youth crime control and child welfare.

The Progressive reformers who created the juvenile court a century ago saw children as relatively blameless
and innocent. But recent decades of rising crime rates associated with urban decay have strained this tolerant
view of young offenders. Feld relates the 1967 Supreme Court decision In re Gault to the broader social and
legal changes associated with the civil rights movement and the Warren Court's "Due Process Revolution."
Although gault mandated more elaborate procedural safeguards in delinquency hearings, ironically, those
protections legitimated the imposition of more punitive sanctions.

Since Gault, Feld argues, three decades of judicial, legislative, and administrative reforms have conducted a
form of "criminological triage." At the "soft end," reforms have shifted noncriminal status offenders,
primarily female and white, out of the juvenile justice system into a "hidden system" made up of private
sector mental health and chemical dependency facilities. At the "hard end," states transfer increasing
numbers of young offenders, disproportionately minorities, to criminal court for prosecution as adults.
Meanwhile, juvenile courts punish more severely those delinquents-again disproportionately minorities-who
remain within the increasingly criminalized juvenile justice system.

Feld attributes the current state of affairs to a conceptual flaw inherent in the juvenile court. The juvenile
justice system attempts to combine social welfare and social control functions in one organization, but
inevitably fulfills both missions badly because of the inherent and irreconcilable contradictions between
them. Progressive reformers situated the juvenile court on a number of cultural, legal, and criminological
fault lines, where the ideas of child and adult, determinism and free will, immature and responsible,
treatment and punishment collide. The past three decades have witnessed a shift from the former to the latter
of these binary pairs in response to the racial transformation of cities, the increase in serious youth crime,
and the erosion of the rehabilitative assumptions of the juvenile court.

The solution, Feld argues, is to uncouple social welfare from criminal social control. States could try all
offenders in one integrated criminal justice system with appropriate modifications to accommodate the
youthfulness of younger defendants: a graduated, age-culpability sentencing system, separate youth
correctional facilities, and the like. Formally recognizing youthfulness as a mitigating factor would provide
youths with greater protections and justice than they currently receive in either the juvenile or criminal
justice systems. At the same time such a strategy would enable public policies to address directly the social
welfare needs of all young people.
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From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

The book Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile
Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a publication Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the
Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Alan Levin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the
Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Terri Wiggins:

Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and
Public Policy) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn
you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jeremy Reed:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the



world. With the book Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and
Public Policy) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must
love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with that book Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in
Crime and Public Policy). You can more pleasing than now.
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