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Contentious debates over the benefits—or drawbacks—of a liberal education are as old as America itself.
From Benjamin Franklin to the Internet pundits, critics of higher education have attacked its irrelevance and
elitism—often calling for more vocational instruction. Thomas Jefferson, by contrast, believed that nurturing
a student’s capacity for lifelong learning was useful for science and commerce while also being essential for
democracy. In this provocative contribution to the disputes, university president Michael S. Roth focuses on
important moments and seminal thinkers in America’s long-running argument over vocational vs. liberal
education.
 
Conflicting streams of thought flow through American intellectual history: W. E. B. DuBois’s humanistic
principles of pedagogy for newly emancipated slaves developed in opposition to Booker T. Washington’s
educational utilitarianism, for example. Jane Addams’s emphasis on the cultivation of empathy and John
Dewey’s calls for education as civic engagement were rejected as impractical by those who aimed to train
students for particular economic tasks. Roth explores these arguments (and more), considers the state of
higher education today, and concludes with a stirring plea for the kind of education that has, since the
founding of the nation, cultivated individual freedom, promulgated civic virtue, and instilled hope for the
future.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Beyond the University.

Gladys James:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Beyond the University that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could
pick Beyond the University become your own starter.

Cindy Johnson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Beyond the University why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Juana Houck:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Beyond the University to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside
that the e-book Beyond the University can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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