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This little work is an excerpt from Bellarmine's larger treatise On the Roman Pontiff, book 4, which follows
after the assertion of what was already universally taught at that time, but not completely understood nor
decreed by the Church's solemn magisterium, that the Pope was infallible in his teaching on faith and morals
when teaching the whole Church. These chapters then, being 8-14 of that work, follow to test and prove this
claim historically, wherein he posits exculpatory evidence against claims that 40 Popes had grievously erred
in matters of faith.

Much as with the doctrine of Papal infallibility itself, St. Robert Bellarmine does not endeavor to show the
impeccability of Popes, rather that in matters of faith, where the Popes are actually authoritative, they did not
err. Some matters treated here are the objection of certain Protestants, while others are even of Catholics who
are confused on the decrees or behavior of certain Popes.

These chapters were used as a blueprint at Vatican I by the fathers of that Council to further scrutinize these
cases and be sure of the limits and nature of papal authority.

Bellarmine thus lays out four basic propositions; Two of these Catholics must believe with divine faith per
the subsequent decree of Vatican I (which was no less incumbent upon the believer in Bellarmine’s time,
though then it were the universal teaching of all theologians), namely that the Pope is infallible when judging
matters of Faith and Morals and defining these as matters that must be believed by all the faithful. This
particular distinction is important, for the Pope, outside of this very narrow category, does not enjoy
infallibility, thus in private letters, private teaching, their acts, behavior, etc., Popes can give scandal, they
can give opinions that are in fact false, but they cannot teach the whole Church and bind it to believe error.

To quote Bellarmine himself: "For to this point no Pope has been a heretic, or certainly it cannot be proven
that any of them were heretics; therefore it is a sign that such a thing cannot be.” (On the Roman Pontiff,
book 4, ch. 6.)

In this treatise Bellarmine endeavors to show that this is the case.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Cook:

The e-book with title Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith has lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Rita Merritt:

Exactly why? Because this Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Amy Tharp:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in
Faith was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.

Randy Champion:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Papal Error?: A Defense of Popes Said to
Have Erred in Faith was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Papal Error?: A
Defense of Popes Said to Have Erred in Faith has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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