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In 1915, Thomas Edison proclaimed that he could record a live performance and reproduce it perfectly,
shocking audiences who found themselves unable to tell whether what they were hearing was an Edison
Diamond Disc or a flesh-and-blood musician. Today, the equation is reversed. Whereas Edison proposed that
a real performance could be rebuilt with absolute perfection, Pro Tools and digital samplers now allow
musicians and engineers to create the illusion of performances that never were. In between lies a century of
sonic exploration into the balance between the real and the represented.

Tracing the contours of this history, Greg Milner takes us through the major breakthroughs and glorious
failures in the art and science of recording. An American soldier monitoring Nazi radio transmissions
stumbles onto the open yet revolutionary secret of magnetic tape. Japanese and Dutch researchers build a
first-generation digital audio format and watch as their "compact disc" is marketed by the music industry as
the second coming of Edison yet derided as heretical by analog loyalists. The music world becomes addicted
to volume in the nineties and fights a self-defeating "loudness war" to get its fix.

From Les Paul to Phil Spector to King Tubby, from vinyl to pirated CDs to iPods, Milner's Perfecting Sound
Forever pulls apart musical history to answer a crucial question: Should a recording document reality as
faithfully as possible, or should it improve upon or somehow transcend the music it records? The answers he
uncovers will change the very way we think about music.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Rhoads:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Perfecting Sound Forever: An Aural History of Recorded
Music as the daily resource information.

Angela Babb:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Perfecting
Sound Forever: An Aural History of Recorded Music, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Lee Witherspoon:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Perfecting Sound Forever: An Aural History of Recorded Music. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Edward Sullivan:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Perfecting Sound Forever: An Aural History of Recorded Music when
you desired it?
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