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The first full-length biography of America’s youngest, and perhaps most underrated, First Lady.

When she married forty-nine-year-old President Grover Cleveland in a White House ceremony on June 2,
1886, Frances Folsom Cleveland was only twenty-one years old, making her the nation’s youngest First
Lady. Despite her age, however, Washington society marveled at how quickly the inexperienced Mrs.
Cleveland (known as “Frank” to her family and friends) established herself as a social leader and capable
spouse. Her popular Saturday receptions and glittering formal social events, combined with the warm and
winning personality she displayed during her first two years in the White House, made her one of America’s
most popular First Ladies.

Yet, as Annette Dunlap demonstrates in Frank, there was more to this charming and resolute woman than her
social and entertaining skills. Active in New York society during the four years between the two Cleveland
administrations, Frances built relationships with many of the nation’s elite that helped return her husband to
the White House for a second term. She played a pivotal role in keeping Cleveland’s operation for cancer a
secret, and as the country’s economic picture and Cleveland’s political popularity deteriorated, she coped
admirably with criticism of herself and her husband, as well as lies about her children’s health.

Even though she shared her husband’s opposition to women’s suffrage, favoring instead an exalted role for
women in the home, she struggled with Cleveland’s possessiveness. A strong and opinionated woman in her
own right, she developed her own network of associations that promoted kindergartens, mission work, and
charitable activities that alleviated conditions for the poor.

The first widowed former First Lady to remarry, Frances found new life as a political activist, taking a strong
stand for military preparedness and promoting the need for a just and lasting peace at the end of World War
I. She maintained leadership roles in several organizations well into her seventies, including the board of
trustees of her alma mater, Wells College. Her lasting contributions to both early and higher education, as
well as her work on behalf of the poor, may well make Frances Folsom Cleveland one of America’s most
underrated First Ladies.

“The book is short, but sweet, and provides a generous acquaintance with Mrs. Cleveland’s own voice,
mostly through her letters.” — CentralJersey.com

“…[Frank] meticulously details Cleveland’s childhood, the 28-year age difference and marriage to President
Grover Cleveland and her life after his death.” — The Courier-Tribune

“A lively and compelling portrait of a little-known figure in political history.” — Paul Grondahl, author of
Mayor Corning: Albany Icon, Albany Enigma

Annette Dunlap is an independent scholar and journalist. She lives in North Carolina.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

The book Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior
Editions) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make reading a book Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First
Lady (Excelsior Editions) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open and read a reserve Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady
(Excelsior Editions). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Crystal McMullen:

This Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions)
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom
Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) without we comprehend teach the one who
looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Frank: The Story of
Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) can bring any time you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady
(Excelsior Editions) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Norman Eiland:

The ability that you get from Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady
(Excelsior Editions) is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Frank: The Story of Frances
Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) giving you joy feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland,
America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) instantly.



Edward Emory:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady
(Excelsior Editions).
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