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A passionate and insightful account by a leading historian of Haiti that traces the sources of the
country's devastating present back to its turbulent and traumatic history

Even before the 2010 earthquake destroyed much of the country, Haiti was known as a benighted place of
poverty and corruption. Maligned and misunderstood, the nation has long been blamed by many for its own
wretchedness. But as acclaimed historian Laurent Dubois makes clear, Haiti's troubled present can only be
understood by examining its complex past. The country's difficulties are inextricably rooted in its founding
revolution—the only successful slave revolt in the history of the world; the hostility that this rebellion
generated among the colonial powers surrounding the island nation; and the intense struggle within Haiti
itself to define its newfound freedom and realize its promise.

Dubois vividly depicts the isolation and impoverishment that followed the 1804 uprising. He details how the
crushing indemnity imposed by the former French rulers initiated a devastating cycle of debt, while frequent
interventions by the United States—including a twenty-year military occupation—further undermined Haiti's
independence. At the same time, Dubois shows, the internal debates about what Haiti should do with its
hard-won liberty alienated the nation's leaders from the broader population, setting the stage for enduring
political conflict. Yet as Dubois demonstrates, the Haitian people have never given up on their struggle for
true democracy, creating a powerful culture insistent on autonomy and equality for all.

Revealing what lies behind the familiar moniker of "the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere," this
indispensable book illuminates the foundations on which a new Haiti might yet emerge.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Sanford:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Haiti: The Aftershocks of History. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Haiti: The
Aftershocks of History. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Darla Kemp:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Haiti: The Aftershocks of History. All
type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Joan Green:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Haiti: The Aftershocks of History is kind of
e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Thomas Towne:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Haiti: The Aftershocks of History,
you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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