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The matriarch of one of the most important families in Texas history, Petra Vela Kenedy has remained a
shadowy presence in the annals of South Texas. In this biography of Petra Vela Kenedy, the authors not only
tell her story but also relate the history of South Texas through a woman’s perspective. Utilizing previously
unpublished letters, journals, photographs, and other primary materials, the authors reveal the intimate stories
of the families who for years dominated governments, land acquisition, commerce, and border politics along
the Rio Grande and across the Wild Horse Desert.

From Petra’s early life in the landed ranchero society of northern Mexico, through her alliance with Luis
Vidal—an officer in the Mexican army to whom she bore eight children—until her move to Brownsville
after Vidal’s death, Petra lived in Mexico. When she moved to Texas, having taken Vidal’s name, she
represented a link to the landed families of the region. Mifflin Kenedy, a steamboat captain who had first
come to Texas during the Mexican War, married into her world, acquiring local respectability and stature
when he took Petra as his wife.

The story of their life together encompasses war, the taming of a frontier, the blending of cultures, the origin
of a ranching empire, and the establishment of a foundation and trust that still endure today, giving millions
to Texas through charitable gifts. An attractive woman of business acumen, strong religious convictions, and
intense family loyalty, Petra Vela Kenedy’s influence through her husband and her children left a legacy
whose exploration is long overdue.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela
and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching
Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Kingsville) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Robert Bartlett:

The guide untitled Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and
Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Chad Davis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It
can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is definitely Petra's
Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on South Texas,
sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville).

James Rohrbach:

This Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy (Perspectives on
South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) is great publication for you because the



content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Petra's Legacy: The South Texas Ranching Empire of Petra Vela and Mifflin Kenedy
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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