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Creation versus evolution. Nature versus nurture. Free will versus determinism. Every November at the
University of Chicago, the best minds in the world consider the question that ranks with these as one of the
most enduring of human history: latke or hamantash? This great latke-hamantash debate, occurring every
year for the past six decades, brings Nobel laureates, university presidents, and notable scholars together to
debate whether the potato pancake or the triangular Purim pastry is in fact the worthier food.

What began as an informal gathering is now an institution that has been replicated on campuses nationwide.
Highly absurd yet deeply serious, the annual debate is an
opportunity for both ethnic celebration and academic farce. In poetry, essays, jokes, and revisionist histories,
members of elite American academies attack the latke-versus-hamantash question with intellectual panache
and an unerring sense of humor, if not chutzpah. The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate is the first collection of
the best of these performances, from Martha Nussbaum's paean to both foods—in the style of Hecuba's
Lament—to Nobel laureate Leon Lederman's proclamation on the union of the celebrated dyad. The latke
and the hamantash are here revealed as playing a critical role in everything from Chinese history to the
Renaissance, the works of Jane Austen to constitutional law.

Philosopher and humorist Ted Cohen supplies a wry foreword, while anthropologist Ruth Fredman Cernea
provides historical and social context as well as an overview of the Jewish holidays, latke and hamantash
recipes, and a glossary of Yiddish and Hebrew terms, making the book accessible even to the uninitiated.
The University of Chicago may have split the atom in 1942, but it's still working on the equally significant
issue of the latke versus the hamantash.

“As if we didn’t have enough on our plates, here’s something new to argue about. . . . To have to pick
between sweet and savory, round and triangular, latke and hamantash. How to choose? . . . Thank goodness
one of our great universities—Chicago, no less—is on the case. For more than 60 years, it has staged an
annual latke-hamantash debate. . . . So, is this book funny? Of course it’s funny, even laugh-out-loud funny.
It’s Mickey Katz in academic drag, Borscht Belt with a PhD.”—David Kaufmann, Forward
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

The book The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Great Latke-
Hamantash Debate for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a
guide The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Sondra Spencer:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Great Latke-Hamantash
Debate to read.

Billie Gallagher:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate can be good book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Lee Villegas:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate can make you
sense more interested to read.
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