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The cognitive science of religion has made a persuasive case for the view that a number of different
psychological systems are involved in the construction and transmission of notions of extranatural agency
such as deities and spirits. Until now this work has been based largely on findings in experimental
psychology, illustrated mainly with hypothetical or anecdotal examples. In The Mind Possessed, Emma
Cohen considers how the psychological systems undergirding spirit concepts are activated in real-world
settings. Spirit possession practices have long had a magnetizing effect on academic researchers but there
have been few, if any, satisfactory theoretical treatments of spirit possession that attempt to account for its
emergence and spread globally. Drawing on ethnographic data collected during eighteen months of
fieldwork in Belem, northern Brazil, Cohen combines fine-grained descriptions and analyses of mediumistic
activities in an Afro-Brazilian cult house with a scientifically-grounded explanation for the emergence and
spread of ideas about spirits, possession and healing. Cohen shows why spirit possession and its associated
activities are inherently attention-grabbing. Making a radical departure from traditional anthropological,
medicalist and sociological analyses, she argues that a cognitive approach offers more precise and testable
hypotheses concerning the spread and appeal of spirit concepts and possession activities. This timely book
presents new lines of enquiry for the cognitive science of religion (a rapidly growing field of
interdisciplinary scholarship) and challenges the theoretical frameworks within which spirit possession
practices have traditionally been understood.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reed:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The
Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition book as this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Aaron Jack:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is definitely The Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit Possession in an Afro-
Brazilian Religious Tradition.

Calvin Williams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit
Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In
different case, beside science book, any other book likes The Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit
Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like here.

Mark Bock:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Mind Possessed: The Cognition of Spirit Possession in
an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition can make you sense more interested to read.
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