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In the 1970s, while their contemporaries were protesting the computer as a tool of dehumanization and
oppression, a motley collection of college dropouts, hippies, and electronics fanatics were engaged in
something much more subversive. Obsessed with the idea of getting computer power into their own hands,
they launched from their garages a hobbyist movement that grew into an industry, and ultimately a social and
technological revolution. What they did was invent the personal computer: not just a new device, but a
watershed in the relationship between man and machine. This is their story.

Fire in the Valley is the definitive history of the personal computer, drawn from interviews with the people
who made it happen, written by two veteran computer writers who were there from the start. Working at
InfoWorld in the early 1980s, Swaine and Freiberger daily rubbed elbows with people like Steve Jobs and
Bill Gates when they were creating the personal computer revolution.

A rich story of colorful individuals, Fire in the Valley profiles these unlikely revolutionaries and
entrepreneurs, such as Ed Roberts of MITS, Lee Felsenstein at Processor Technology, and Jack Tramiel of
Commodore, as well as Jobs and Gates in all the innocence of their formative years.

This completely revised and expanded third edition brings the story to its completion, chronicling the end of
the personal computer revolution and the beginning of the post-PC era. It covers the departure from the stage
of major players with the deaths of Steve Jobs and Douglas Engelbart and the retirements of Bill Gates and
Steve Ballmer; the shift away from the PC to the cloud and portable devices; and what the end of the PC era
means for issues such as personal freedom and power, and open source vs. proprietary software.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Moreno:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Fire in the Valley: The Birth and
Death of the Personal Computer. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Anita Winn:

The guide untitled Fire in the Valley: The Birth and Death of the Personal Computer is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Fire in the Valley: The Birth and Death of the
Personal Computer from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Marie Guinn:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Fire in the Valley: The Birth and Death of the Personal Computer. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.

Richard Pascual:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Fire in the Valley: The Birth and Death of
the Personal Computer.
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