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The Cold War ended with an exhilarating wave of events: the toppling of the Berlin Wall, the rise of the
dissident poet Vaclav Havel, the revolution in Romania. Americans rejoiced at the dramatic conclusion of
the long struggle. "But victories in wars--hot or cold--tend to unfocus the mind," writes John Gaddis. "It can
be a dangerous thing to have achieved one's objectives, because one then has to decide what to do next." In
The United States and the End of the Cold War, Gaddis provides a sharp focus on the long history of the
Cold War, shedding new light on its sudden ending, as well as on what might come next.
In this provocative, insightful book, Gaddis offers a number of thoughtful essays on the history of
international relations during the last half century. His reassessments of important figures and themes from
the Cold War are sometimes surprising. For example, he portrays John Foster Dulles and Ronald Reagan as
far more flexible and perceptive statesmen than the missile-toting caricatures depicted in editorial cartoons.
And he takes a second look at the importance of espionage and intelligence in Cold War history, a field often
left to buffs and spy novelists. Most important, he focuses on the central elements in superpower relations. In
an eloquent account of the American style of foreign policy in the twentieth century, for instance, he
explores how Americans (having learned the lesson of Adolf Hitler) consistently equated the forms of
foreign governments with their external behavior, assuming that authoritarian states would be aggressive
states. He also analyzes the "tectonics" of Cold War history, demonstrating how long term changes in
international affairs and Soviet bloc countries built up pressures that led to the sudden earthquakes of 1989.
And along the way, Gaddis illuminates such topics as the role of morality in American foreign policy, the
relevance of nuclear weapons to the balance of power, and the objectives of containment. He even includes
(and criticizes) an essay entitled, "How the Cold War Might End," written before the dramatic events of
recent years, to demonstrate how quickly the tide of history can overwhelm contemporary analysis. Gaddis
concludes with a thoughtful consideration of the problems and forces at work in the post-Cold War world.
Author of such works as The Long Peace and Strategies of Containment, John Lewis Gaddis is one of the
leading authorities on postwar American foreign policy. In these perceptive, highly readable essays, he
provides a fresh assessment of the evolution of the Cold War, and insight into the shape of things to come.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hawkins:

This The United States and the End of the Cold War: Implications, Reconsiderations, Provocations book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific The United States and the End of the Cold
War: Implications, Reconsiderations, Provocations without we realize teach the one who reading it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The United States and the End of the Cold
War: Implications, Reconsiderations, Provocations can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
United States and the End of the Cold War: Implications, Reconsiderations, Provocations having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Rhonda Kirby:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The United States and the End of the Cold War:
Implications, Reconsiderations, Provocations can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Fred Musso:

This The United States and the End of the Cold War: Implications, Reconsiderations, Provocations is great
guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word
or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The United States and the End of the Cold War:
Implications, Reconsiderations, Provocations in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right
but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that will?

Johnny Grady:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so



many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and The United States and the End of the Cold War: Implications,
Reconsiderations, Provocations or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
guide, any other book likes The United States and the End of the Cold War: Implications, Reconsiderations,
Provocations to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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