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Late Imperial Russia's revolution in literacy touched nearly every aspect of daily life and culture, from social
mobility and national identity to the sensibilities and projects of the country's greatest writers. Within a few
decades, a ragtag assembly of semi-educated authors, publishers, and distributors supplanted an oral tradition
of songs and folktales with a language of popular imagination suitable for millions of new readers of
common origins eager for entertainment and information. When Russia Learned to Read tells the story of this
profound transformation of culture, custom, and belief.

With a new introduction that underscores its relevance to a post-Soviet Russia, When Russia Learned to
Read addresses the question of Russia's common heritage with the liberal democratic market societies of
Western Europe and the United States. This prize-winning book also exposes the unsuspected complexities
of a mass culture little known and less understood in the West. Jeffrey Brooks brings out the
characteristically Russian aspect of the nation's popular writing as he ranges through chapbooks, detective
stories, newspaper serials, and women's fiction, tracing the emergence of secular, rational, and cosmopolitan
values along with newly minted notions of individual initiative and talent. He shows how crude popular tales
and serials of the era find their echoes in the literary themes of Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and other great Russian
writers, as well as in the current renaissance of Russian detective stories and thrillers.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Parker:

This When Russia Learned to Read : Literacy and Popular Literature, 1861-1917 are generally reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this When Russia Learned to Read :
Literacy and Popular Literature, 1861-1917 can be among the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this When Russia Learned to Read : Literacy and Popular
Literature, 1861-1917 giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lee Flynn:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and When Russia Learned to Read : Literacy and
Popular Literature, 1861-1917 as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes When Russia Learned to Read : Literacy and Popular Literature, 1861-1917 to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Wendy Miller:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this When Russia Learned to Read : Literacy and Popular Literature, 1861-
1917 can make you feel more interested to read.

Lauren Veach:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book When Russia Learned to Read : Literacy and
Popular Literature, 1861-1917 to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open



up a book and read it. Beside that the publication When Russia Learned to Read : Literacy and Popular
Literature, 1861-1917 can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of this time.
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