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He was the Great Compromiser, a canny and colorful legislator whose life mirrors the story of America from
its founding until the eve of the Civil War. Speaker of the House, senator, secretary of state, five-time
presidential candidate, and idol to the young Abraham Lincoln, Henry Clay is captured in full at last in this
rich and sweeping biography.

David S. Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler present Clay in his early years as a precocious, witty, and optimistic
Virginia farm boy who at the age of twenty transformed himself into an attorney. The authors reveal Clay’s
tumultuous career in Washington, including his participation in the deadlocked election of 1824 that haunted
him for the rest of his career, and shine new light on Clay’s marriage to plain, wealthy Lucretia Hart, a union
that lasted fifty-three years and produced eleven children.

Featuring an inimitable supporting cast including Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and Abraham
Lincoln, Henry Clay is beautifully written and replete with fresh anecdotes and insights. Horse trader and
risk taker, arm twister and joke teller, Henry Clay was the consummate politician who gave ground, made
deals, and changed the lives of millions.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Henry Clay:
The Essential American? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have different opinion?

Edgar Hightower:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Henry Clay: The Essential American has been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The publication Henry Clay: The Essential American is not only giving you more new information but also
for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Henry Clay: The Essential American. You never feel lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Ida Acord:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Henry Clay: The Essential American, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Michael Robinson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Henry Clay: The Essential American,
you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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