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Metaphysics is one of the traditional four main branches of philosophy, alongside ethics, logic and
epistemology. It is also an area that continues to attract and hold a fascination for many people yet it is
associated with being complex and abstract. For some it is associated with the mystical or religious. For
others it is known through the metaphysical poets who talk of love and spirituality.

This Very Short Introduction goes right to the heart of the matter, getting to the basic and most important
questions of metaphysical thought in order to understand the theory: What are objects? Do colours and
shapes have some form of existence? What is it for one thing to cause another rather than just being
associated with it? What is possible? Does time pass?

By using these questions to initiate thought about the basic issues around substance, properties, changes,
causes, possibilities, time, personal identity, nothingness and emergentism, Stephen Mumford provides a
clear and simple path through this analytical tradition at the core of philosophical thought.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

This Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. That Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring if you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even phone. This Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Brian Freeman:

The publication with title Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) includes a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Christina Fitts:

The book untitled Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Gerald Wright:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Metaphysics: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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