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From Kosovo to Québec, Ireland to East Timor, nationalism has been a recurrent topic of intense debate. It
has been condemned as a source of hatred and war, yet embraced for stimulating community feeling and
collective freedom. Joan Cocks explores the power, danger, and allure of nationalism by examining its place
in the thought of eight politically engaged intellectuals of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries: the
antagonist of capital, Karl Marx; the critics of imperialism Rosa Luxemburg, Hannah Arendt, and Frantz
Fanon; the liberal pluralist Isaiah Berlin; the neonationalist Tom Nairn, and the post-colonial writers, V. S.
Naipaul and Edward Said. Cocks not only sheds new light on the complexities of nationalism but also
reveals the tensions that have inspired and troubled intellectuals who have sought to lead lives between
detached criticism and political passion.

In lively, conversational prose, Cocks assesses their treatment of questions such as the mythology of national
identity, the right to national self-determination, and the morality of nationalist violence. While ultimately
critical of nationalism, she engages sympathetically even with its defenders. By illuminating the links that
distinguished minds have drawn between thought and action on nationalism in politics, this stimulating work
provides a rich foundation from which we ourselves might think or act more wisely when confronting a
phenomenon that, in fundamental and perplexing ways, has shaped our world.
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From reader reviews:

David Busby:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Passion and
Paradox: Intellectuals Confront the National Question book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Juan Crowe:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Passion and Paradox:
Intellectuals Confront the National Question, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lorraine Cox:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Passion and Paradox: Intellectuals Confront the National Question can
make you sense more interested to read.

Herbert Knight:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Passion and Paradox: Intellectuals Confront the National Question when you desired it?
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