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Why does the human brain insist on interpreting the world and constructing a narrative? In this ground-
breaking work, Michael S. Gazzaniga, one of the world's foremost cognitive neuroscientists, shows how our
mind and brain accomplish the amazing feat of constructing our past—a process clearly fraught with errors
of perception, memory, and judgment. By showing that the specific systems built into our brain do their
work automatically and largely outside of our conscious awareness, Gazzaniga calls into question our
everyday notions of self and reality. The implications of his ideas reach deeply into the nature of perception
and memory, the profundity of human instinct, and the ways we construct who we are and how we fit into
the world around us.

Over the past thirty years, the mind sciences have developed a picture not only of how our brains are built
but also of what they were built to do. The emerging picture is wonderfully clear and pointed, underlining
William James's notion that humans have far more instincts than other animals. Every baby is born with
circuits that compute information enabling it to function in the physical world. Even what helps us to
establish our understanding of social relations may have grown out of perceptual laws delivered to an infant's
brain. Indeed, the ability to transmit culture—an act that is only part of the human repertoire—may stem
from our many automatic and unique perceptual-motor processes that give rise to mental capacities such as
belief and culture.

Gazzaniga explains how the mind interprets data the brain has already processed, making "us" the last to
know. He shows how what "we" see is frequently an illusion and not at all what our brain is perceiving.
False memories become a part of our experience; autobiography is fiction. In exploring how the brain
enables the mind, Gazzaniga points us toward one of the greatest mysteries of human evolution: how we
become who we are.
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Mind's Past.

Garnet Veach:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is The Mind's Past.

Andrew Murphy:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Mind's Past, you may enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Kayla Congdon:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Mind's Past to make your reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It
is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Mind's
Past can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
this time.
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