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The single woman is a troubling and disruptive category. Does it denote all unmarried women, therefore
creating a group which every female was part of at some stage in her life? Or, were the categories "maiden"
and "widow" so culturally significant in late medieval England that "single woman" was a residual category
for women seen as anomalous? Was the category "single man" used in an equivalent way and, if not, why?
This study offers a way into the complex process of social classification in late medieval England.

All societies use classifications in order to understand and impose order. In this book, Cordelia Beattie views
classification as a political act, an act of power: those classifying must make choices about which divisions
are most important or about who falls into which category, and such choices have repercussions. Defining
how a group or an individual should be labelled, means variables such as social status, gender, or age, are
prioritized. Rather than isolate gender as a variable, this book examines how it relates to other social
cleavages. Using a variety of approaches, from social and cultural history, to gender history, and medieval
studies, its original methodology offers an innovative approach to a range of historical texts, from pastoral
manuals to tax returns, and guild registers.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Diaz:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the
Medieval Single Women: The Politics of Social Classification in Late Medieval England is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Trisha McClain:

This book untitled Medieval Single Women: The Politics of Social Classification in Late Medieval England
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Viola Ball:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Medieval Single Women: The Politics of Social
Classification in Late Medieval England why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jonathan Carney:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book Medieval Single Women: The Politics of Social Classification in Late Medieval England we can
acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by
this book Medieval Single Women: The Politics of Social Classification in Late Medieval England. You can
more pleasing than now.
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