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The annual installation of the Christmas tree at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, is an event
cherished by visitors and scholars alike. The Baroque base of the majestic tree supports a landscape in which
vivid eighteenth-century Neapolitan creche figures reenact the events of Christ's Nativity. Magi, dressed in
sumptuous robes, are surrounded by their retainers and animals. Exotic travelers, townspeople, and
shepherds throng to Bethlehem to view the Christ Child lying in the manger. Above the infant and the
graceful figures of Mary and Joseph, a glory of angels hovers in adoration. The tradition of re-creating the
events at the manger became a national passion in eighteenth-century Naples. Leading artists were
commissioned to create extravagant panoramas containing hundreds of figures, many shown dressed in
current fashion and attending to their trades. They offer a wealth of information about the costumes and
customs of the day. Loretta Hines Howard gave her collection of creche figures, including the magnificent
group called the Adoration of Angels, to the Metropolitan Museum in 1965. For many years she installed it
personally, and now her work is being carried on by her daughter, Linn Howard. Together with Mary Jane
Pool, noted author and long-time editor-in-chief of House and Garden magazine, Linn Howard tells about the
Neapolitan tradition of creche making, and about the Metropolitan's collection in particular. The authors also
provide a fascinating glimpse into the care and conservation of the figures; thumbnail biographies of the
artists to whom particular figures can be attributed; a glossary; and the story of how Loretta Hines Howard
began her collecting. A specialfeature of the book is "The Christmas Story, " in which the Gospels are
illustrated with pictures of the creche. The magnificent photography that makes this book a work of art was
created especially for it by Elliott Erwitt, whose work can be found in major galleries and museums arou
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Angel Tree: A
Christmas Celebration suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled The Angel Tree: A Christmas Celebrationis one of several books that will everyone read now.
This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Craig Nazario:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Angel Tree: A Christmas
Celebration, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Fred Musso:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Angel Tree: A Christmas
Celebration can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Nicholas Thiede:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
called of book The Angel Tree: A Christmas Celebration. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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